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Lighttools® Stretch Frames® 
 
Lighttools® Stretch Frames® are light and portable, as well as being easy to set up and tear 
down. 
 
They provide the finishing touch for soft light control by eliminating the sag on your Soft Egg 
Crate® regardless of how much your softbox is angled downward.  
 

 
The pictures below illustrate the value of using a Lighttools® Stretch Frame® 

 with a Lighttools® Soft Egg Crate® on a large Chimera® Lightbank. 
 

  
 

Without Lighttools® Stretch Frame® 
 

 
With Lighttools® Stretch Frame® 

 
 

Reference the remainder of this document for assembly and use instructions. 
  



LIGHTTOOLS’ STRETCH FRAMES May 23, 2008 

 

Lighttools’ Stretch Frames  Page 2 
 

Set-Up Lighttools® Stretch Frames® and Soft Egg Crates®  
 
Properly assembling Stretch Frames® and attaching Soft Egg Crates® ensures predictable light 
control and keeps the products securely attached to your softbox.  
 
This procedure is broken down into three main tasks: 
 

¶ Assemble Stretch Frames® 

¶ Attach Soft Egg Crate® to Stretch Frame® 

¶ Attach Stretch Frame® with Soft Egg Crate® to Softbox 
 
 

 
 
 

Assembled Stretch Frame 
Pictured without  Crossbar 
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Assemble Stretch Frames® 

 

1. Layout the stretch frame on a flat surface, ensuring that the hook (hard side) of the 
fabric sleeve is on the outside – the loop (soft side) is on the inside. The soft egg crate 
should have the hook side on the bottom – closest to the floor. (See Figure 1).  
 

Figure 1 

 
 

 
Note: Large Stretch frames requiring a cross bar will have an additional rod (not 
enclosed in a sleeve) and two extra pockets on the inside center of the frame (see Figure 
4 and Steps 4 and 5). 
 
Note: Larger rods are shipped in two halfs, connected by a shock cord: the instructions 
for assembling them are below:  
 

i. Unhook the flat flap holding the two ends of the folded rod together. 
 

ii. Gently unfold the rod until the shock cord pulls the two halves together, 
in the center of the rod. 
 

iii. Push the rod down into the sleeve and pull the flat flap (from step i) 
over the end of rod to lock it in place.  
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2. Insert a sleeved rod (male) end into a pocket flap and secure with pocket flap. (Figure 2 
and 3).  

 
 
Figure 2            Figure 3 

 

             
 
 

3. Repeat for each rod, forming 90-degree angles as you work, until the four sides of the 
frame are assembled.   
 
Stretch Frames with Cross bar 
 

4. Unfold cross bar (the crossbar is not 
enclosed in a fabric sleeve). 
 
 

5. Insert crossbar ends into the two pocket 
flaps, located midway on longer sides of 
stretch frame. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
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Attach Soft Egg Crate® to Stretch Frame® 

 

1. Locate two adjacent corners of soft egg crate – corners will have double stitching. 
 

2. Hook your thumbs into the adjacent 
corners of the egg crate, and position it 
into two adjacent corners of the stretch 
frame. 
 

3. Pinch the two corners of the egg crate 
into the top inner corners of the stretch 
frame. 

¶ The egg crate should stretch slightly 
to fit snuggly into the corners. 
 

4. Pinch egg crate all the way along the rod, to secure it along that side.  
 

5. With your thumb and index fingers, pinch the opposite two corners of the egg crate into 
the opposite two corners of the frame. The egg crate should stretch slightly to fit 
snuggly into the corners.  
 

6. Pinch all the way along the perimeter of the frame, down the length of each rod, until 
the entire egg crate is securely attached.  (See adjacent figure) 
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Attach Stretch Frame® with Soft Egg Crate® to Softbox 

 

 

1. Lift the stretch frame up, and place in front of softbox.  

¶ Larger stretch frames may be handled easier with two people. 
 

2. Secure by pressing together the hook and loop connection on all four sides. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


